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Sedlescombe Parish Council 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council  
on Tuesday 19th June 2018 at 19:00 in Committee Room 2 of Sedlescombe Village Hall 

Present:      
Cllr. Jonathan Vine-Hall (Chairman) Cllr. Roy Chapman Cllr. Andy Waters   

Cllr. Pauline Glew (Vice-Chairman) Cllr. Lindsay Fraser Mrs Carol Hodgson (Clerk/RFO)                   
Cllr. Michelle Brister   Cllr. Sally Sidgwick District Cllr. Tony Ganly 

Item Agenda Item (C18.)  

The following had been invited to provide reports prior to the meeting: 
County Councillor Carl Maynard - No report received     
District Councillor Tony Ganly - No report received     
Mrs Susan Walton (Chief Executive of Pestalozzi International Village) reported that Pestalozzi was about to appoint an 
agent for the sale of the Pestalozzi site which was hoped to move ahead reasonably quickly.  An announcement was due in 
the next week of a merger between Pestalozzi and another charity with the same ethos. The merged Charity would continue 
to offer scholarships. Pestalozzi had received lots of enquiries from local people wanting to know what was happening with 
the Charity.  Mrs. Walton was positive that Pestalozzi would go forward in another form.  Date for the diary: Leavers 
Ceremony on 28th June 2018, 6.30pm at the Pestalozzi Centre. 
Mrs Caroline Harvey (Head of Sedlescombe Primary School) - No report received 

30 Apologies 
Cllrs. Anson and Matthews. 

 

31 
31.1 

 
 

31.2 

Interests in accordance with 2012 Code of Conduct 
To receive councillors' declarations of interest regarding matters on the agenda. 
Cllr. Chapman declared a personal interest in item 44.4.g as beneficiary of a cheque.  Cllr. Vine-Hall declared 
a personal interest in item 44.4.a as beneficiary of a cheque. 
To consider any written requests for dispensations received at or before the start of the meeting. 
No new written requests were received. 

 

32 Public participation session re matters on the Agenda at the Chairman's discretion. 
There no members of the public present.  

 

33 To approve the minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council on 15th May 2018 
RESOLVED: That the Chairman is authorised to sign the Minutes of the Annual Meeting held on 15th May 
2018. 

 

34 If the committee wishes to exclude the public for a particular agenda item, the following resolution must 
be passed: 
‘That under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and representatives of the press 
and broadcast media be excluded from the meeting during the consideration of the following items of 
business as publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest because of the confidential nature of the 
business to be transacted.’      There were no requirements to pass this resolution. 

 

35 
35.1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Planning 
To consider responses to planning applications. 

a. RR/2018/932/P  - Strawberry Hill Farm, Poppinghole Lane, Sedlescombe TN32 5QY 
Erection of a rustic chestnut post and rail fence to enclose the back garden from the farm yard 
Cllr. Chapman reported. 
RESOLVED: Parish Council has not objections to this planning proposal. 

b. RR/2018/1239/FN - Inkpins Wood, Poppinghole Lane, Salehurst/Robertsbridge  
Proposed forestry building. 
There is a limited time available to respond to the above notification, which is included on the 
weekly list and on the planning website for information only. 
Members noted the ‘For Notification’ application and had no comments to submit. 

c. RR/2018/1258/TN - Marley Lane Business Park - existing telecomms installation, Marley Lane, 
Battle TN33 0RE  
Installation of 1no. small equipment cabinet, ground mounted dish & associated ancillary 
development. 
There is a limited time available to respond to the above notification, which is included on the 
weekly list and on the planning website for information only. 
Members noted the ‘Telecommunication Notifications’ and had no comments to submit. 

 
 
 
 
 

http://planweb01.rother.gov.uk/OcellaWeb/planningDetails?reference=RR/2018/932/P&from=planningSearch
http://planweb01.rother.gov.uk/OcellaWeb/planningDetails?reference=RR/2018/1239/FN&from=planningSearch
http://planweb01.rother.gov.uk/OcellaWeb/planningDetails?reference=RR/2018/1258/TN&from=planningSearch
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35.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

35.3 

d. RR/2018/1506/FA - Churchill Farm, The Street, Sedlescombe TN33 0QW  
Submission of details required by RR/2018/926/FN for the General purpose agricultural building. 
There is a limited time available to respond to the above notification, which is included on the 
weekly list and on the planning website for information only. 
RESOLVED: Parish Council considers that the Barn would be more appropriately located nearer to 
the main farm. 

To receive advice of decisions on previous applications. 
a. RR/2018/1048/P - Ingleden, Battle Road, Sedlescombe TN32 5QT  

Proposed single storey extension to link house to detached garage building and partial garage 
conversion. Creation of first floor balcony to rear.  
Outcome: APPROVED CONDITIONAL as per decision notice 30-May-18 
Noted. 

b. RR/2018/933/L - Strawberry Hill Farm, Poppinghole Lane, Sedlescombe TN32 5QY 
Replace back door.  
Outcome: LISTED BC GRANTED as per decision notice 22-May-2018 
Noted. 

c. RR/2018/615/P  - By the Way, Sandrock Hill, Sedlescombe TN33 0QR  
Change of use from workshop/studio to residential accommodation ancillary to the main house. 
Outcome: REFUSED as per decision notice 30-May-2018 
Noted. 

To consider making a request to Rother DC Planning for a blanket ‘No street lighting’ on any future 
Sedlescombe developments. 
Members discussed recent issues with streetlighting at the Park Farm View and Roselands developments – 
the later which remains unresolved. Optivo had switched off three streetlights but they were in talks with 
Rother DC regarding the remaining two lights which had been left on for Health, Safety and Security 
purposes as a duty of care to their residents – particularly being elderly accommodation.  Members noted 
that ‘Streetlighting’ matters are not obvious on planning applications.   
RESOLVED: To write to Rother DC planning department and put forward that all future planning 
applications – in particular housing developments - should have no streetlighting (including low level 
bollard lighting) as Sedlescombe is a "dark night sky’ village.  

36 Sedlescombe Village Hall Car Park 
To receive an update on the current lease review. 
The Village Hall Management Committee had been sent a copy of the draft lease for review and Parish 
Council was waiting back on their comments. 

 
 
 

PA 

37 Sedlescombe Sports Association 
Notice of non-compliance issued: To receive an update from the Trustees of the SSA 
A letter of ‘Non-Compliance’ in relation to the lease agreement between the Parish Council and the SSA had 
been sent to the society’s three Trustees, Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer. A response had been received 
from one of the Trustees advising that they had resigned over 10 years ago through a Solicitor acting for the 
SSA. Members noted however, that their name remained on the lease recorded at the land registry.  
Cllr. Anson reported that following the notice, a meeting had been called by the SSA to which he and Cllr. 
Vine-Hall had attended.  The SSA Chairman spoke at the meeting of a new draft lease being drawn-up and of 
new Trustees who were prepared to stand. Parish Council had requested details of this information ahead of 
the next SSA meeting on 2nd July 2018, but no response had been received to date.   
RESOLVED: Cllrs. Anson, Vine-Hall and Chapman to attend the Sedlescombe Sports Association meeting 
on 2nd July 2018 at 7.30pm at the Sports Pavilion.  Details of the new draft lease and Trustees to be 
requested. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PA/
RC/
JVH 

38 
38.1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Highway Matters 
To receive a Speed Watch update 
Cllr. Waters reported that a few Volunteers had been lost due to the introduction of the GDPR as their 
consents had not been updated but some new volunteers had come forward – including Cllr. Sidgwick. No 
sessions had taken place in the last fortnight.  In response to Cllr. Fraser’s question about SpeedWatch 
taking place in other areas, Cllr. Waters advised that Sussex Police had risk assessed and approved certain 
areas only. Sussex Police were shortly due to do a reassessment, so more areas may become available. 
Evolis Radar Speed Signs: Cllr. Waters had spoken to Beckenshaw Parish Council who were using the signs 
and were planning to purchase more. They had confirmed that the units can be moved around. Cllr. Waters 
was due to meet in July with Robert Tannehill - Deputy Chief of Police Operations - City of Elmhurst whilst in 
Chicago to have a look at the signs in operation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AW 

http://planweb01.rother.gov.uk/OcellaWeb/planningDetails?reference=RR/2018/1506/FA&from=planningSearch
http://planweb01.rother.gov.uk/OcellaWeb/planningDetails?reference=RR/2018/926/FN&from=planningSearch
http://planweb01.rother.gov.uk/OcellaWeb/planningDetails?reference=RR/2018/1048/P&from=planningSearch
http://planweb01.rother.gov.uk/OcellaWeb/viewDocument?file=dv_pl_files%5CRR_2018_1048_P%5CRR_2018_1048_P-DN.pdf&module=pl
http://planweb01.rother.gov.uk/OcellaWeb/planningDetails?reference=RR/2018/933/L&from=planningSearch
http://planweb01.rother.gov.uk/OcellaWeb/viewDocument?file=dv_pl_files%5CRR_2018_933_L%5CRR_2018_933_L-DN.pdf&module=pl
http://planweb01.rother.gov.uk/OcellaWeb/planningDetails?reference=RR/2018/615/P&from=planningSearch
http://planweb01.rother.gov.uk/OcellaWeb/viewDocument?file=dv_pl_files%5CRR_2018_615_P%5CRR_2018_615_P-DN.pdf&module=pl
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38.2 
 
 
 

38.3 
 

To receive an update on writing to SPAR (UK) Limited regarding ‘Spar Lorries’ coming through the village 
at night. 
Parish Council had written to SPAR (UK) Limited and to their regional transport operator - AF Blakemore Ltd.  
No response had been received to date. 
To receive an update on the restricted access on the footpath from the Village Hall into the Village due to 
overgrowth. 
Following an email to County Cllr. Maynard for assistance, Highways had responded that they would be 
sending the local Highway Steward out to investigate. Parish Council was waiting to hear back.  
Cllr. Chapman advised that the road drain opposite Church Farm entrance had no kerb at the back of the 
drain, so when it rains water and debris pours onto the footpath and was silting it up.  This had been 
reported on ‘Fix my Street’ but no work appeared to have taken place. The Clerk would chase this up with 
Highways. 

 
 

39 
39.1 

Website 
To receive a progress update on replacing the current website 
The new website had now been completed and reviewed by Members. The old website would still be 
available through an archive link. 
RESOLVED: To make the new website ‘Live’ and ‘archive’ the old website with relevant access. 

 
 

40 
40.1 

 
 
 

40.2 

General Data Protection Regulation 
To receive any updates. 
There had been a good response from residents returning ‘Consent Forms’ for ‘opting-in’ to receive updates 
and be contacted by the Parish Council. The prize draw had taken place for 1 of 6 £5 Blackbrook Vouchers 
on 25th May 2018 and the winners had been notified. 
To receive the Personal Data Audit Questionnaire 
Members were circulated a copy of the Personal Data Audit Questionnaire for review and discussion at the 
next meeting. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ALL 

40a 
40a.1 

 
 

40a.2 

Public Playing Field and Recreation Grounds 
Riverside Playground - To receive an update on obtaining quotes for the play equipment/safety surfacing. 
Cllr. Chapman reported on his meeting with the play equipment provider ‘Kompan’ on 1st June.  To date he 
had not yet received any information back.   
Playground Inspection Reports – To consider any actions required 
Members continued to carry out weekly inspections of the village Playground’s on a rota basis.   
Items for note on Members inspection reports:  
Riverside Play Area – there appeared to be missing links on the ‘Cradle Swing’.  Hogweed is growing. The 
table top needs repairing. Fencing along the ‘Car Lot’ is broken and needs replacement spurs.  
MUGA: The Court markings are fading, and the surface is slightly stained.   
The Village Green: The grounds maintenance contractors are not picking-up the cut grass off The Village 
Green and it looks a mess.    
RESOLVED: MUGA: To schedule for next year repainting of the court markings and arrange cleaning of the 
surface to remove staining. 
Riverside Play Area: Arrange ‘Hogweed’ treatment.  Repair table top in Riverside Play Area at cost of £10. 
Repair to the fencing along the ‘Car Lot’ at a cost of £60.  
Village Green: To check the grounds maintenance contract agreement if collection of grass from the 
Village Green is included and if appropriate remind the contractor to collect. 

 
 
 
 

RC 

41 Lift Scheme 
To receive a report. 
Cllr. Glew reported that one of the first volunteer drivers of the Lift Scheme, had taken the decision to retire 
RESOLVED: To send a letter to the resident in Church Hill, thanking them for there service to the 
Sedlescombe Lift Scheme. 

 
 

42 The Village Green 
To consider a request to use the Village Green as part of a Wedding Celebration on Saturday 18-Aug-2018 
Members raised concerns with the safety of guests playing ‘Village Fayre Games’ on the Village Green as 
part of a Wedding Celebration next to a busy road with speeding traffic. It was noted the ‘Games’ referred 
to were the property of the ‘Spring Fayre’ and their permission would need to be sort separately. 
RESOLVED: The request to use the Village Green as part of a Wedding Celebration on Saturday 18th August 
2018 is declined due to safety concerns of holding an event next to a busy road with speeding traffic. 

 

43 Bulletin 
Items for the next Bulletin 
Members were requested to send any items for inclusion in the next bulletin to The Clerk by 17th July 2018.  

 
 

ALL 

44 Finance and Audit   
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44.1 
 

44.2 
 

44.3 
 

44.4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

44.5 
 
 

 
44.6 

 

To receive the monthly statement of accounts to 31-May-18 
RESOLVED: That the monthly statement of accounts to 31st May 2018 were received. 
To receive the bank reconciliation to 31-May-18 
RESOLVED: That the bank reconciliation to 31st May 2018 was received. 
To consider the annual subscription fee to the weekly ‘Sedlescombe News’.  
RESOLVED: To renew Parish Council’s annual subscription to the weekly ‘Sedlescombe News’ at £10 
To approve and sign the following cheques: 

a) Mr. J. Vine-Hall   Chairman’s Annual Allowance   £200.00 
b) G Burley & Sons Ltd  Grounds Maintenance - May 18  £265.00 
c) Sedlescombe Village Hall Room Hire – May 18    £  12.00 
d) Rother District Council   Annual Dog Waste Bin emptying  £435.24 
e) Mrs. D. Goodsell  New website project Management  £570.00 
f) Xreflow Ltd   New website development   £700.00 
g) Mr. R. Chapman  Strimmer cord and fuel    £  30.00 
h) HMRC    Quarterly PAYE               £1,094.59 
i) Mrs. C. Hodgson  Cobra Strimmer RBF  £374.99 

    Salary balance for May-18 £125.29 £500.28 
RESOLVED: All cheques are approved for payment. 
To approve the following standing orders: 

a) Mrs. C. Hodgson  Salary May-18               £1,200.00 
b) SmartPension   Clerk Pension Contribution EEs / ERs Apr-18 £113.50 

RESOLVED: All standing orders are approved for payment. 
To ratify a decision made for items not previously advertised. 
To authorise the following cheque for payment: - 
Mr. K. Robertson – Internal Audit. £112.50. Reason: To meet the supplier terms. 
RESOLVED: That the payments not previously advertised to Mr. K. Robertson – Internal Audit. £112.50. 
Reason: To meet the supplier terms is ratified and authorised. 

45. Reports, Correspondence, Questions and Future agenda items not requiring decisions. 
a) Red Barn Field 

Cllr. Glew thanked Cllrs.  Chapman and Waters for their work in re-establishing the path across Red 
Barn Field with the newly purchased strimmer.   The Red Barn Field Working Group had been 
discussing a ‘Fun Day’ for next year.   
A general suggestion had been made to arrange a ‘Village Meeting’ to get more people involved 
with the Village Associations. 

b) Sedlescombe Jobs Network 
Cllr. Brister reported that the Sedlescombe Jobs Network Facebook page was going well and still a 
good social media site for the Village.  It was recognised that Facebook was less popular with 
younger generations who tended to use ‘Instagram’ and ‘SnapChat’ which was something to 
consider when going forward with social media communication.  

c) To note there will be no meeting in August 2018 – subject to urgent matters arising 
Noted. 

d) Any other 
i) Concerns had been received on a proposed scheme for the land off Tollgate Road bordering the 

River Brede which was on a flood plain. 
ii) Cllr. Brister had attended a Business Networking & Support Session arranged by Action in Rural 

Sussex. Only eight people attended. AiRS had received a grant to organise rural business 
networking.  There are already established business networks locally which may have accounted 
for the low turn-out.  

iii) Cllr. Chapman reported he had received a further quote for repairing the chain link fencing at 
the East View Kickabout Area from Tom Poulter for £400.  

iv) Cllr. Sidgwick gave her apologies for the July meeting. 

 

 There being no further business, the meeting closed at 20:15  

 
 
 
 
 

Chairman…………...……………………………………   Date………………………………………. 


