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Minutes of the  

Sedlescombe Annual Parish Assembly  

held on Wednesday 18th April 2018 at 19:00 in Sedlescombe Village Hall 7pm – 9pm 

 

 

 

 

 

Item Agenda Item  
PRESENT: 82 people were present at the meeting including 
Cllr. Jonathan Vine-Hall (Chair of Sedlescombe Parish Council) Chairing the Meeting. 
Parish Councillors Peter Anson, Michelle Brister, Roy Chapman, Pauline Glew, Lindsay Fraser, Gareth Matthews, 
Sallyann Sidgwick and Andy Waters.  Carol Hodgson (Clerk / RFO of Sedlescombe Parish Council). 
County Councillor Carl Maynard. District Councillor Tony Ganly. Detective Sergeant Dave Pye and PCSO Demi 
Georghiou - Sussex Police. 

1 Chairman's welcome and to receive any apologies for absence 
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and for Health and Safety purposes pointed out the 
emergency exits in the Village Hall plus the Mustering points outside.  The audience was advised that being a 
public meeting people may be recording the proceedings. The Chairman asked if anyone objected to raise 
their hand.  No objections were indicated. Thankyous were extended to those involved with arranging the 
evening, to the organisations who had taken table displays and for the refreshments at the end. 
Apologies for absence were received from Jane Blanford, Jean Dellow, Rod Eldridge, Trevor Palmer and Ron 
Sunderland. 

2 Approval of Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 29th March 2017 
It was proposed by Cllr. Anson and seconded by Cllr. Brister to approve the Minutes of the Annual Parish 
Meeting held on 29th March 2017. 

3 Reports from the groups and organisations of Sedlescombe 
The Chairman called upon the following to report: - 
Patient Involvement Group: Mr. Kevin Katner reported that every GP Surgery was required in their contract 
to have a Patient Group but not all surgeries do. This group was established over 2 years ago when Kevin 
moved into the village and approached the Sedlescombe and Westfield Surgery. An information leaflet – 
‘Help My GP and Help My A&E’ was available on the table display in the hall. One of the main issues for all 
GP’s and that of the NHS was the pressure of expectations and the lack of resources to deliver the services 
patients want. This document provided ideas on how to better look after your own wellbeing and getting 
better use out of GP and A&E services.  The other leaflet was about the group - ‘PIG’ and there was also an 
article in the Annual Directory. The role provided a link between patients, doctors and staff.  All members of 
the group were volunteers. The core group had a maximum of 12 members of which there were currently 9 
members. A further 5 people had also shown interest over the past week making the group oversubscribed. 
Most of the group were ‘of a certain age’ and people under 45 were encouraged to join to give a different 
prospective. What did the group do? They do not deal with complaints, fundraising, patient records or 
treatment.  The group was looking at how they could enhance the service that the surgery offers. PIG 
feedbacks views of the community to the surgery and presents a viewpoint on what the service should look 
like. This would help the surgery to evolve in a rapidly changing time when not only health was being 
considered but social care too. The group had a link and worked with the 7 surgeries in their federation – the 
Rother Group of surgeries – and the 23 surgeries in Hastings, Bexhill and Rother area. The group was looking 
at developing and enhancing peoples view of their own health, how they access health care and social care 
and taking a role in signposting people to the help they need. Many patients go to GP surgeries not for 
medical purposes but for other advice as they did not know where else to go. This puts pressure on the GP 
surgeries and resources. The PIG had recently put out a questionnaire to patients – which received a good 
response and the results would shortly be published on their website (PIG link on Sedlescombe and Westfield 
Surgeries page - www.sedlescombeandwestfieldsurgeries.co.uk).  All documentation, meeting minutes, 
Constitution etc. were all on the website for public access. The survey revealed that a lot of people did not 
use the internet and they were looking to support them in other ways. Other issues raised included the 
disabled access to the surgery – as the building was leased, this would be referred to the landlord. Some 
people did not like the new checking-in system. On the positive side, 92% of the feedback was that the 
surgery was doing a really good job. The PIG and Surgery was pleased with this but would continue to 
improve even further.  
Kevin encouraged the audience to read the leaflets available at the back of the hall and if anyone was 
interested in getting involved, to get in touch.  A ‘Virtual Group’ had also recently been set-up with electronic 
communication and this would be accessible through an app soon.   

 Cllr. Vine-Hall began by welcoming the new shop owner, San, who had managed to revitalise the shop over 
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the past year. 
Cllr. Vine-Hall spoke of the changes in the way the Annual Parish Assembly had been presented over the 
years. Previously all Parish Councillors had sat on the stage which made the meeting feel like a Parish Council 
meeting which it was not. As Councillors had changed over the years, the Chairman felt it would be useful for 
each Parish Councillor to briefly introduce themselves.   
Cllr. Vine-Hall reported that he had joined the Parish Council in 2011 and became Chairman in 2012. The post 
of Chairman was elected every year in May as were all the positions on the Parish Council. The Parish 
Councillors were not volunteers they were either co-opted when a vacancy became available or elected 
through the normal election process which usually happened at the same time as the District Elections.  Cllr. 
Vine-Hall had lived in the village since 2003 where he and his wife had a farm running between Cripps Corner 
and Brede Lane. He was involved in most aspects of the Parish Councils work but had been most deeply 
involved with the Neighbourhood Plan.  He was a mediator with Hastings and Rother Mediation Service and 
Chairman of Raystede Animal Sanctuary in Ringmer.  
Cllr. Anson reported that he came to Sedlescombe nearly 21 years ago and was fortunate to live in a very 
beautiful house in Stream Lane.  By profession he was a Chartered Surveyor and was semi-retired. He had 
served on Parish Council for 6 years – Full Council and the Finance Executive Committee. Due to his 
professional involvement in planning he did not serve on the planning committee. Cllr. Anson explained why 
he served as a Councillor.  Sedlescombe had a lot of lovely people and it was a great pleasure to be one of 
their Parish Councillors. Endless hospitality was extended to him and residents had a keen interest in what 
happened in their Village.  The lengthy process of the NHP resulted in a good turn-out at the Referendum 
with a resounding ‘Yes’ but also people voted ‘No’ which demonstrated how people had thought through 
about the future of the Village.  Being a Parish Councillor was about the people and their attitude towards the 
Village.   
Cllr. Fraser reported that she had moved to Sedlescombe in 2010 and lived in Blacklands on Brede Lane.  She 
was co-opted to the Parish Council in 2013 and was a Member of the NHP and Emergency Advisory 
Committees. Her professional background was in Health Research, with a particular focus on the early 
detection of cancers in women. She was currently working full-time on a PHD at the Institute for Women’s 
Health in London.   
Cllr. Chapman reported that he had lived in the village over 40 years. Majority of that time he ran a building 
business. When he retired he wanted to put something back into the village and got involved with the Parish 
Council running the Volunteers scheme in carrying out renovations and repairs to Parish Council property in 
the Village. He was a putting to use his knowledge of planning as a member of the Planning Committee.  Cllr. 
Chapman had served on the Parish Council for 8 years and had thoroughly enjoyed that time. 
Cllr. Waters reported that he had served on Parish Council for just over a year.  He was a retired Company 
Director and had lived at the bottom of the Village Green for nearly 5 years. He was a member of the Red 
Barn Working Group, Coordinator of the Community Speed Watch group and the Footpath Warden.  He was 
also actively involved with Cllr. Chapman and the volunteers who undertake repairs around the village. 
Outside of Parish Council he was a member of the Sedlescombe and District Garden Society. 
 
Cllr. Vine-Hall gave a special thanks to Cllrs. Chapman and Waters who for the second time, had cleared the 
path from the Village Hall all the way up to the Church with the aid of a digger and dumper. This was a task 
which should be undertaken by the County Council but was difficult to get them to do it. 
 
Cllr. Matthews reported that he had lived in the Village since 2012 and was currently in Gorselands. He was a 
Teacher at a local secondary school in Hastings.  He had served on Parish Council for just over a year. He was 
a Member of the Finance Committee and was also looking into improvements at the Riverside Play Area.  
Cllr. Brister reported that she had lived in the Village for over 20 years. She was a Business Development 
Consultant mainly worked with the voluntary sector.  She started in the village by volunteering and setting-up 
the Sedlescombe Jobs Network page and from there was co-opted onto the Parish Council around 4 years 
ago.  She was a Member of the Red Barn Field Working group. Outside Parish Council she was an Executive 
Director of Pestalozzi Enterprises.  
Cllr. Sidgwick reported that she had lived in the Village for 20 years – currently in Stream Lane.  She was a 
self-employed Bookkeeper and had clients within a 20mile radius of Sedlescombe. Cllr. Sidgwick was co-opted 
onto Parish Council around 6 months ago.  She felt it was time for her to give something back to the village as 
the village had given her so much by living there over the past 20 years. 
Cllr. Glew reported that she was the Vice-Chair of the Parish Council. She had been in Sedlescombe since 
1997 and lived in Park Shaw. She had served on Parish Council since 2003 and was currently the longest 
serving Member.  Cllr. Glew was Chair of the Finance Committee, Chair of the Red Barn Working Group and 
ran the well-used and much needed Sedlescombe ‘Lift Scheme’.  She represented the Village on various other 
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outside Committees.  Her leisure time was taken-up working voluntary for the National Trust which she had 
done for the last 19 years and trying to keep pace with 13 grandchildren aged between 18 and 30 years old 
from her 4 daughters.   
 
Cllr. Glew continued with reports for the following organisations: 
Red Barn Field Working Group: Cllr. Glew thanked Mrs. Elizabeth (Cole) Pitcher for the loan of her sheep 
twice a year who did a job of keeping the grass down on Red Barn Field.   
Sedlescombe Lift Scheme: Cllr. Glew gave her thanks to the drivers on the Sedlescombe Lift Scheme. The 
scheme was very much needed and appreciated in Sedlescombe, without it a lot of people would have great 
difficulty in getting to the hospital.  
Sedlescombe News: Cllr. Glew was one of the editors of the Sedlescombe News and was pleased to announce 
they had now joined the 21st century and had an email address sedlescombenews@outlook.com – which 
would be circulated around the village. They would still take messages in the black bag on a Wednesday up 
until 12pm. The Sedlescombe News was available electronically for £10 per year and Cllr. Glew was happy to 
take details after the meeting.  The News came out on a Friday and was available to purchase from the Village 
Shop for 20p.  Cllr. Glew thanked the shop for printing the leaflet free of charge.  
Spring Fayre: Cllr. Glew reported that the annual event would once again be held on the Village Green on 12th 
May 2018. The Committee was struggling to find volunteers to help set-up from 9am and dismantle before 
5pm. They would not be required to stay all day just at the beginning and end to sort out the stalls. They were 
also having problems with getting youngsters to do the Maypole this year and that was what the whole May 
Fayre was about the Maypole. Any parents here who had a young boy or girl who would be interested in 
doing the Maypole should see Cllr. Glew. 
 
As per tradition Cllr. Glew as Vice-Chair thanked the Chairman for all that he had done during the year. Aside 
from all the time that he had spent on the NHP, he had done lots of other things as well as guiding and 
supporting all the Councillors.   
 
Cllr. Vine-Hall spoke on the process of co-opting a Councillor to Parish Council when a vacancy arose. Parish 
Council aimed to find residents with a complimenting skill set, a good understanding of the Village and in a 
different geographic part of the village to the existing Councillors. Cllr. Vine-Hall hoped that the brief 
introduction from each Councillor was helpful in getting to know who the Members of the Parish Council 
were.  Everyone was welcome to come to a Parish Council meeting – they were public meetings, held in 
Committee Room 2 of the Village Hall and were always advertised in advance. 
Pestalozzi: Kinzang – a first year from Bhutan spoke on her experience of being selected to study in the UK for 
2 years under a Pestalozzi scholarship. Kinzang had been at the Pestalozzi for 7 months and was lucky enough 
to be shortlisted amongst the 22 top students of Bhutan.  The selection process consisted of an interview + 
examinations and a very long stressful wait to see if you had been successful or not. Leaving Bhutan was very 
exciting for Kinzang but emotional for her family and friends she had left behind. The 14-hour flight to the UK 
was her first time on a plane. It had been an intriguing experience for Kinzang, which had made her grow as a 
person, taking responsibility for her decisions. She had learned to live in harmony with people from nine 
different countries with different perspectives of the world.  Aside from studying there were plenty activities 
the students did such as Spanish classes, Guitar class, Baking, Football, Eco club and FFT to name just a few 
and this was what brought the students at Pestalozzi together and taught them the value of love and respect 
in life. Kinzang’s aim was to be a surgeon. She was here today with her story but also to represent the 
hundreds of other Pestalozzi students and their stories.  Kinzang informed the audience that regretfully she 
would be one of the last 16 students to come to the UK under a Pestalozzi scholarship. She had been 
fortunate that her dream and aspirations to bring about positive changes in the community had been fulfilled 
through the Pestalozzi scholarship, with the help of some of the sponsors and supporters here that evening. 
She thanked the whole of the staff at Pestalozzi for giving her a golden opportunity to fulfil her dreams. On 
behalf of Pestalozzi students, she extended love, respect and heart full gratitude to the whole of the 
Sedlescombe community for supporting Pestalozzi, for supporting dreams and ambitions and inspiring 
hundreds of students with diverse backgrounds to be an agent of change and create a difference in the world. 
 
Cllr. Vine-Hall thanked Kinzang for her speech and advised that Sue Walton - Chief Executive of Pestalozzi was 
there that evening and available for anyone to speak to. 

4 Report of the Parish Council Chairman 
Cllr. Vine-Hall reported: 
Sedlescombe Neighbourhood Plan, which most importantly for the Parish Council this year and for the 
community had successfully gone through the referendum with a majority ‘Yes’ vote of 86% on a turnout of 
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46%. The ‘Yes’ vote was nearly exactly in line with all responses from the consultations which went on for 
some years and was the same percentage as the national average for referendums and neighbourhood plan 
referendums. The turnout however was some 40% above the national average and just under the sort of 
turnout for a District Council Election when they were not held at the same time as a general election. NHP 
referendums tended to have a slightly lower turnout as those residents who did not live in the core of the 
village, were less affected by the housing side and were a little less likely to turn-up to vote but the result was 
excellent. Cllr. Vine-Hall thanked everyone who turned-out to vote.  The plan was excepted by Rother DC 
Cabinet on the 9th April, and it would then go to the Full Council for final ratification on 23rd April. At that 
point it became part of their local plan. The resulting effect was firstly Sedlescombe would have a much 
higher level of protection against speculative development than it would have had without a plan. 
Sedlescombe would receive a considerably higher portion of the Community Infrastructure Levy paid by 
house builders and developers, which was a guaranteed 25% as opposed to a non-guaranteed 15%. That 
would amount for Sedlescombe for the building of infrastructure over the next 10 years to about £250,000 
and upward. Even more importantly Red Barn Field had been protected as a local green space for future 
generations. There was also the protection against further unwanted development on Street Farm, which 
would also be protected as a local green space for future generations. Cllr. Vine-Hall noted that the protection 
on both of those sites had not been in place the day before the referendum, making this a significant 
moment. 
As Rother DC’s ‘Plan’ in terms of delivering housing was currently lacking, this had meant that having a 
Neighbourhood Plan in place was even more important to protect the village against further speculative 
development such as Street Farm, which was so wrongly approved by Councillors at Rother DC.  Cllr. Vine-Hall 
thanked the hundreds of residents who had been involved in so many ways with the NHP over the last 5 
years. The continued engagement of residents over that time had made the plan happen - against quite a few 
obstacles that had been met along the way. Then finally to the excellent turnout on the referendum day.  
The introduction of the General Data Protection Regulation was a very important change in data protection 
law brought in on the 25th May 2018. All businesses and public authorities now had to gain new consent to 
hold and use individual’s personal data such as email addresses, phone numbers and postal addresses - 
information that Parish Council would normally hold to contact residents. The new regulations ensured that 
the personal data Parish Council held, could only be used specifically for the purpose it was captured. This 
meant going through all PC’s files and destroying any stored information, update policies and regain residents 
consent to hold their information. To this end Parish Council needed to regain consent to hold resident’s 
emails and other details to be able to keep everyone informed-on village matters, so to start that process a 
consent form had been sent to all Sedlescombe residents with the Annual Directory and there were also 
forms available on everyone's seat that evening. As an incentive, everyone who filled in a form would go into 
a prize draw for one of five £5 vouchers kindly donated by Blackbrooks. 
Redevelopment of Roselands. Roselands was an older people's home located on The Street and had been 
under redevelopment for around 18 – 24 months. The rebuilding of Roselands had now been completed and 
handed over to the Housing Association in March. There were 17 affordable new dwellings in this scheme, 
comprising of 10 x 1-bedroom affordable rented apartments - eligible for applicants aged 55 and above - 
charged at a rent of up to 80% of the market value or maximum housing allowance, whichever was the lower. 
7 shared ownership homes - 5 x 2-bedroom and 2 x 3-bedroom homes, where the owner had an equity stake 
and the Housing Association had an equity stake. Any interested persons could pick up a brochure at the back 
of the Hall that evening. All enquiries needed to be made to Optivo - previously known as Amicus Horizon. 
The priority allocation of the Roseland homes would be offered in the first instance to those who had a local 
connection to Rother either by way of permanent employment, current residency or a family living in the 
District.  
 
Cllr. Vine-Hall welcomed local resident and Sedlescombe Primary School pupil Charlotte – granddaughter of 
John and daughter of Sarah-Jane.  
 
Charlotte began: ‘Have you ever gone to a place and when you arrived it felt like home? In 1976 my 
grandparents took over the Queens Head and my mother who was then 7 years old started at the old Primary 
School. She loves Sedlescombe. At the age of 7 I also moved to Sedlescombe and just like my mother, I love it 
here and it's my home. I’d like to tell you a little about myself and my experience of living in the village. My 
name is Charlotte and I am at Sedlescombe Church of England Primary School and have lived in the village for 
over 3 years. When I first moved to the village to live with my grandfather, John Cook - you may know him - I 
was very shy and didn't know anyone. This soon changed. On my taster day at school I met the lovely lady 
Mrs. Ham, who was my new headteacher and luckily there were 2 other girls who were also joining year 3.  All 
the people at the school were very nice and welcoming. It was a wonderful experience meeting all my new 
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classmates and Maisy who is now my best friend, for the first time. Living in Sedlescombe is great. Everyone is 
so friendly and will often say 'Good Morning' or say 'Hello' to me on my way to school. I have the chance to 
do lots of things in Sedlescombe. I represented our school in the Choir and running. I have done a project 
about my grandfather’s old house and participated in village events like the Fete. I was also very happy when I 
found out that me and some other classmates were on the PLT, which is like a school council with extra jobs 
to keep our school at the highest standard. I was pleased that other friends like Maisy were on the sports 
leadership team and that our school football team, who we all support has done so well. We have had a lot of 
rain recently, so it has been more difficult to explore our beautiful village and easier to stay at home. I came 
up with a project to get people out and about. All around Sedlescombe I have hidden painted rocks for people 
to find. If you find one you can take a photo and post it on our Facebook Page, called ‘Sedlescombe Rocks’. 
After you’ve done that you hide the rock nearby for another person to find. This is just a little hunt for people 
to explore Sedlescombe looking for the rocks I've painted. I live in a beautiful place. There are many things to 
do and the people are friendly. I've feel part of a lovely Community and just like my project ' Sedlescombe 
Rocks! Thank you for listening and I hope to see you exploring our village trying to find the colourful rocks’. 
 
Cllr. Vine-Hall thanked Charlotte and called upon Cllr. Chapman to draw the Volunteers Prize Draw for a 
dinner for two at the Queens Head. 

5 Volunteer Prize Draw  
Cllr. Chapman drew the winning ticket. He thanked all the ‘Volunteers’ for a very good job again this year and 
asked for anyone interested in ‘Volunteering’ to contact The Clerk. 

6 Electors' question and answer session with…………….  
County Cllr. Carl Maynard 
District Cllr. Tony Ganly 
Parish Council Chairman Cllr. Jonathan Vine-Hall 
Cllr. Vine-Hall invited County Cllr. Carl Maynard, District Cllr. Tony Ganly, Sgt. Dave Pye and PCSO Demi 
Georghiou to the stage to take questions from the audience. 
Cllr. Vine-Hall began with 2 questions received him from the audience. 
 

Q: To Cllr. Ganly: A resident in Blacklands had a video of dustmen tipping the black boxes of glass in with the 

green bin waste in the back of the dustcart. Why were residents having to separate out their recycling, when 
the collectors were just remixing it back in?  This had been happening for the last year. 

A: Cllr. Ganly was aware that this had been happening for a long time and Rother DC Officers had been in 

constant discussions with Kier.  The reason related to not having the right equipment, insufficient trucks with 
2 compartments. When a truck broke down there was no replacement and it came down to a truck with one 
compartment where everything went into that compartment. Then the waste had to be separated, at Kiers 
cost. Rother DC had questioned Kier on the point of residents separating glass from plastic and paper if they 
were going to mix them all together but Kier insisted nevertheless that Residents were asked to continue 
separating everything. Cllr. Ganly continued that the current contract with Kier had been mutually agreed to 
be terminated on 30th June 2019.  A new contract was currently being discussed and had been put out to 
tender. There were currently 4 or 5 bidders interested. The contract would take effect from 1st July 2019. 

Q: To Cllr. Ganly: A resident from Gorselands had a query on Cllr. Ganly’s report in the 2018 Annual Report in 

relation to the waste management contract. It said, 'the future collections service is likely to consist fully of 
fully co-mingled dry recycling service, with chargeable garden waste and residual waste, collected fortnightly'. 
They understood ‘chargeable garden waste’ but could not can understand charging for ‘residual waste’ and 
felt that was a mistake and asked for clarification. 

A: Cllr. Ganly advised that Rother DC will not be charging for residual waste. They could only charge for 

garden waste which was an optional service and that the statement was incorrect.  
The resident asked that it was noted by the Assembly and that it be would be corrected in due course.  

Q: To Cllr. Maynard: A resident had previously raised a question about the road surface in the village. The 

road surface on the hill up to Gorselands was very dangerous especially to cyclists. It needed resurfacing from 
top to bottom.  

A: Cllr. Maynard: advised that potholes were a national problem due to a lack of investment in the nations 

road networking across 3 or 4 decades. Around 3 years ago ESCC undertook a review of their assets – being 
roads – across the county and what the cost would be to bring them up to scratch. In todays money this came 
just short of £400m. ESCC had however invested in ‘unclassified’ roads such as Cottage Lane between 
Westfield and Sedlescombe which had been completely resurfaced and also Parsonage Lane in Westfield.  
Every year County Council produced a programme of capital works across the county whereby those roads in 
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poorer condition were properly prioritised. The extra investment in unclassified roads that was put in over a 
2-year period 2 or 3 years ago had led to a better condition of those roads across the whole county. The 
biggest factor had been the 3 very wet winters resulting in a lot of potholes on many roads across the whole 
county and not just locally. Cllr. Maynard gave 2 assurances that ESCC monitored the repairs undertaken by 
their contractors and also the repairs carried out by the ‘Utilities’. Historically the Utilities had a poor record 
of putting right the road surfaces after digging them up and people often complained when a newly 
resurfaced road was suddenly dug-up shortly afterwards by the Utilities. Sadly, this was out of the County 
Council’s control as the Utilities would claim it was emergency work. A couple of years ago whilst Cllr. 
Maynard held the portfolio, ESCC had brought in Permit Scheme that the Utilities had to apply for to make 
sure there was a certain period of time in which the work was undertaken, and this had led to speedier road 
repairs. In terms of potholes, Cllr. Maynard encouraged residents to report these to the Highways Hub and 
gave his assurance also that it was now the Contractors responsibility to rectify their substandard repair at 
their cost.  This was not a cost to the Council Tax Payer.  Cllr. Maynard also received a lot of pothole 
complaints and generally following a site visit ESCC would discover it was only a temporary repair. He 
explained that during bad weather 90% of the repairs would be temporary as a permanent repair could not 
be undertaken when it was raining.  Cllr. Maynard was happy to help with alerting the Highways Steward to a 
road that should go into the Capital Programme, but he could not give a guarantee that a particular road 
would go into the programme as it was dependent on prioritisation across the county and putting monies 
where they were best spent to give the Council Tax payers of East Sussex best value for money. 
The resident responded that it was not necessarily the potholes, the whole road was peeling.  
Cllr. Maynard advised that again this was a common problem across the County, but he would ask the 
Highways Steward to take a look and see if it could be put into the Capital Programme for next year. 
Cllr. Vine-Hall commented that having driven down Brede Lane there were no potholes along that section of 
road, but the pothole repairs had made the road surface rough and now the surface had gone with many of 
the edges deteriorated.  Around 40% of the population of Sedlescombe lived around Brede Lane and this road 
takes an enormous amount of traffic each day – which also included the Doctors Surgery, the Brickwall Hotel 
and Sedlescombe CEP School.  Cllr. Vine-Hall asked if Cllr. Maynard could escalate this repair. 
Cllr. Maynard advised that he could not, as it would be having to be considered in terms of prioritisation of 
the whole of East Sussex, but he would inform the contracted Highways Steward for the area of Sedlescombe 
and report back to the Parish Council the progress of the particular issue. 

Q: To Cllr. Maynard: A further resident asked if the section of The Street between Eaton Walk and The Green 

could also be added as it was in a dreadful state on the left-hand side going down. 
Cllr. Vine-Hall added that everyone accepts that there were priorities but would ask Cllr. Maynard as 
Sedlescombe’s representative to take the issues to County Council and see what could be done about them. 
Firstly, the issue off Brede Lane, which took a large volume of traffic. The Street which had a significant 
increase in traffic volume due to diversions from the A21 which highlighted to motorists there was an 
alternative route along the B2244.  The Community was seeing roads damaged but nothing happening to 
repair the roads in Sedlescombe – just on the outsides. 

A: Cllr. Maynard responded that it was not the case but would inform the Highways Steward as to the roads 

that were a problem in Sedlescombe.  The Highways Steward should already have informed or gone back to 
their superiors and thus onto the County Council to get these roads into the resurfacing / re-patching 
programme. It had to be put into context that this was a problem across the whole of East Sussex and they 
did not have £400m to invest in these roads. 

Q: To Parish Council: A resident asked what plans the Parish Council had to deal with the volume and speed 

of traffic going through the Village?  The illuminated / response signs were completely inadequate. The white 
lines had been worn away, the cats-eyes were non-existent. It just seemed to be getting worse day by day.  

A: Cllr. Vine-Hall responded that this was a benefit of having the Neighbourhood Plan that more funds would 

now be available to address these problems with ESCC under their Community Match Funding scheme. Parish 
Council was already looking into a new ‘Radar Speed’ sign which had the capability to accurately record the 
volume of traffic and its speed.  This information could then be fed back to ESCC so that the Parish Council 
could work with them to devise a scheme to divert traffic away from Sedlescombe and also to slow it down 
before it got to the central village. The Speed Watch coordinated by Cllr. Waters had aided in a dramatic drop 
in the speed of traffic but not the volume. It is an absolute focus of the Parish Council – working together with 
ESCC to address the traffic issues. Volume was an issue for the north of the village, whereas speed was more 
of a problem in the south of the village. A requirement of the proposed development planned at the top of 
the village was to contribute to some traffic calming. 

Q: To Cllr. Maynard: A resident from The Street spoke of the dangerous ‘crater like pothole’ in the road 
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outside the Bridge Garage. The area along The Street was a nightmare for the volume of traffic partly due to 
the way people parked – on the pavement, close to the junction and very often not the residents living there 
– this obscured view and caused driving tension.  

A: Cllr. Vine-Hall asked Cllr. Maynard if, as County Council’s representative for Sedlescombe he could 

represent the village on these growing issues as ESCC always found a good reason for not addressing them. 
Cllr. Maynard responded that as the Local Member he would not promise residents what he could not deliver 
and there had to be a realism of both the capital and revenue funding of the County Council, which is why – 
when he held the portfolio – he introduced the Community Match Funding Scheme to enable residents and 
the Parish Council of Sedlescombe to put forward tangible projects which were not considered as priority to 
ESCC. To define projects that were not a priority to County Council – CC will only make changes to the physical 
nature of a road if there were accident records that were very bad i.e. serious injuries or deaths. That meant 
ESCC had to put priorities where they needed to happen. The Community Match Funding route starts with a 
local feasibility study, so the Community knows the likely cost of the scheme going forward to ESCC – 
engineering changes to a road were not cheap.  Cllr. Maynard gave his assurance that he would always shout 
very loudly for the residents of Sedlescombe and would signpost them in the right way to deliver what they 
wanted delivered as a local community. He would not however, say that this ‘can be done’ due to the 
financial constraints that ESCC finds itself in. 

Q: To Cllr. Vine-Hall: A resident from The Street added to the above question that whilst looking at the 

volume of traffic, there should be a particular focus on heavy lorries that were travelling through The Street 
at all hours of the day and night that must be contributing significantly to the damage of the road surface.  
The lorries were also ‘shaking’ the properties along The Street, potentially causing structural damage to older 
properties. Why do huge Spar lorries need to come through the village at 1am / 2am? 

A: Cllr. Vine-Hall agreed with the comments and that Parish Council was going to focus on firstly moving the 

traffic elsewhere and then reducing the speed coming through the Village. 

Q: To Cllr. Vine-Hall: A resident commented that reducing the speed from the north of the village was 

discussed at last years meeting. As a member of the Congregation of St. Johns Church, every week there were 
near misses. Are we just waiting for something or somebody to be killed? 

A: Cllr. Vine-Hall clarified the location – which was at the top of Church Hill – around the corner and down 

the hill.  Cllr. Vine-Hall confirmed it was a point raised before and a reason that the Church wished to have 
off-road car parking. Everything Parish Council had done was towards achieving reduction of speed limits.  
Members of the audience commented that changing the speed limit should be easy and in terms of cost must 
just be a matter of replacing the round labels on the road from one end to the other. 
Cllr. Vine-Hall advised that via enquiries made by Parish Council on reducing speed limits, Highways would 
only consider a speed limit change downwards of 5 miles an hour from the current average speed.  This would 
be Parish Council’s focus, as funds would now be available. The first step in the new year would be to talk to 
the Highways Authority on how to achieve these objectives – cutting though the previous bureaucracy – 
together with the help of the County Council Member. 
Cllr. Maynard added that the bureaucracy was an historical National bureaucracy and to change a speed limit, 
it firstly had to be supported by the Police. Secondly it would have to be self-enforcing. Cllr. Maynard 
explained the complexities of trying to reduce speed limits – nature of the road, driver behaviour, need for 
engineering measures and other legal hoops.  Guestling had recently engaged in lowering a speed limit on a 
stretch of road from 40mph to 30mph and the total cost would have been almost £30,000.  
Cllr. Vine-Hall continued that if the Community wants to implement these measures, the Community had to 
agree to pay for it, which came back to the purpose of the Community Infrastructure Levy funding – making 
these schemes affordable. 
A member of the audience queried why it was so difficult to lower the speed limit on local roads, but it had 
been achieved on the A21 – due to the amount of people killed near to the Royal Oak pub. 
Cllr. Maynard re-iterated his previous comment that the matter for lowering speed limits is in terms of killed 
and seriously injured.  Following further comments from the audience that, the Police were asked last year 
and had confirmed that they would undertake speed checks in the village – as the Community Speed Watch is 
limited to 2 areas – this had never happened. Cllr. Maynard continued that was a matter for the Police to 
address but he was not in disagreement about speeding in villages – which was a common theme at all local 
Parish Assembly’s. 
Cllr. Vine-Hall added that the Speed Radar Parish Council was currently looking at would do a speed check, 
volume check and it was reasonably mobile, so could be moved to different parts of the village.  A member of 
the public queried why the Police had said that the Speed Camera can only be used in 2 areas of the village.  
Cllr. Vine-Hall responded that Speed Watch can only operate in 30mph zones. 
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Sgt. Pye intervened to answer the question and explained that the Speed Check locations were assessed on 
Health and Safety grounds. Traffic management was one of the most dangerous tasks for Police. National 
statistics showed that most people were hurt through traffic incidents. The Police had a responsibility to 
those Volunteers who ran the Speed Watch’s and due to the manner of driving it was very dangerous. It was 
all to do with line of site and making it as safe as possible. 
Cllr. Vine-Hall asked if there was any flexibility as the Speed Watch sessions had shown a reduction in the 
speed of traffic through the village. 
Sgt. Pye agreed that enforcement and Speed Watch were an effective tool but it also about the safety of the 
locations and for those people operating them.  
Cllr. Vine-Hall clarified the 2 different aspects being referred to – Speed Check which was carried out in the 
village but a ‘Survey’ of the volume of traffic can be carried out anywhere. 

Q: A resident referred to the extra premium paid by residents around 6 years ago for PCSO Demi Georghiou, 

but in the last 3 years a Police Office was never seen. This additional premium was paid to the Parish Council – 
Cllr. Vine-Hall corrected that this would be to the District Council and not Parish Council. 

A: Sgt. Pye explained the changes in the way Police now delivered services. Funding cuts had seen a 

reduction in the number of PCSO’s which resulted in PCSO’s being withdrawn from their Communities. Sgt. 
Pye was heartened by the good response to PCSO Demi from people that evening, and he would take that 
away with him. The Police were looking to get back and improve their engagement with communities. PCSO's 
were now doing slightly different work – such as protecting vulnerable people from online fraud, telephone 
frauds, drugs etc.  The PCSO’s were still available and could be contacted via (the notorious) 101 or their 
dedicated website. There was an email subscription available for everyone to receive information about what 
was going on. The new system revolved around getting as much intelligence to the public as possible 
electronically as opposed to face to face. There had been many changes to the Council Tax to pay for Policing 
round and about the County. The challenges had now changed. 

Q: A resident asked what was happening about the toilets in the Village and the vandalism etc.  

A: Cllr. Vine-Hall responded that the matter was back with the District Council. 

Cllr. Ganly advised that District Council was still consulting with the Parish Council.  Cllr. Vine-Hall intervened 
that Parish Council had responded to the District Council and the matter was entirely in their hands. Parish 
Council was waiting for District Council’s response.  Cllr. Ganly agreed to take the matter back to the District 
Council Officers but asked that the matter on vandalism was reported through to the Parish Council.  
The resident advised the issues were late at night. He noted that early morning the toilets were frequently 
locked. Cllr. Vine-Hall asked if Cllr. Ganly would visit the toilets to investigate. 

Q: Cllr. Vine-Hall had a question from a resident in East View Terrace for Cllr. Maynard regarding the 

overgrown brambles between Ivy Cottage and Gorselands along Brede Lane. 

A: Cllr. Maynard responded that there are many occasions when people consider it was the responsibility of 

the County Council to cut overgrown hedges, but it was the responsibility of the landowner or householder. 
Cllr. Vine-Hall asked for Cllr. Maynard to take a look at some point.  Cllr. Maynard replied that for a specific 
issue he would happily take it back to County Council through the Clerk. 

Q: A resident noted the Dog Poo bin had gone missing from the Car Park and asked if it was going to be 

replaced. 

A: Cllr. Vine-Hall asked for Cllr. Ganly to investigate.  Cllr. Chapman intervened as he had removed the bin for 

repair and it would be back shortly. 
 
Cllr. Vine-Hall thanked everyone for coming along – to Sgt David Pye and PCSO Demi Georghiou.   
 
PCSO Demi Georghiou thanked everyone for a very warm welcome.  It had made him realise what a pleasure 
and privilege it had been to work in Sedlescombe.  He reassured a gentleman in the audience that though he 
may not have seen him around he was there with his team and they do work in Sedlescombe – with some 
recent good results.  And finally, ‘Charlotte, everyone will be seeing me around Sedlescombe because I'm 
going to be looking for those stones’. 
 
Cllr. Vine-Hall thanked all those on the stage for answering questions.  The District and County Councillors had 
things to take back with them and the Parish Council was very much focussed on all the traffic items, in 
pushing them forward, all helped by having the Neighbourhood Plan in place which will create funds.  He gave 
an extra thank you for everyone coming that evening and to Carol who re-joined Parish Council last August 
after a short break.  
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7 Door Prize Draw 
Cllr. Vine-Hall invited Charlotte to draw the Door Prize. No 633 was the winning ticket for a Dinner for 2 at the 
Brickwall Hotel.  

 Cllr. Vine-Hall thanked the Brickwall Hotel, Blackbrooks and the Queens Head for their generous donation of 
prizes.  Everyone was invited to stop for a drink and encouraged to complete the GDPR Consent Forms. 
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