
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This winter our 

speedwatch teams, 

together with Sussex 

Police, are intensifying 

our campaign to reduce 

traffic speed through 

the village. 

We encourage 

everybody to 

observe the 

voluntary 20mph 

speedlimit. 

As winter approaches 

please remember to 

moderate your speed 

and take into account 

the winter driving 

conditions. 

District Councillor Drop in Advice Surgery 

From Your Independent District Councillor 
Jonathan Vine-Hall 

Save the Date 
Saturday 14th December 

10am to midday 
Committee Room at the Village Hall Sedlescombe 

 
For anyone who has not met me or if you want to talk about issues that I can 

help with, please come along for tea, coffee and a light refreshment. 
 

If you do have a problem that I can help with and can’t wait please always feel free to call me on 

07973 129505 0r email me at Cllr.Jonathan.Vine-Hall@rother.gov.uk 

 

mailto:Cllr.Jonathan.Vine-Hall@rother.gov.uk


 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Your Parish Council Chairman…. 

The most significant issue in the Village at the moment is the proposals for the Pestalozzi 

site. I hope by the time this newsletter is delivered there will have been a resolution as the 

PGL plans have attracted considerable objection. I have had to stand away from comment 

and discussion at the Parish Council because if the application goes to the  Rother planning 

committee, I do not want to have prejudiced myself and thereby exclude myself from the 

discussion or the  final vote in my role of Chairman of the Rother Planning Committee. 

I am pleased to report  that the first part of the process of sorting our speed and volume of 

traffic through the village is underway with a proposal due to go to East Sussex County 

Council in the next few months. 

I would like to take this opportunity to say a big thank you to Michelle Brister who has had 

to resign from the Parish Council due to work demands. Michelle has been on the Council 

for several years and has made a valuable contribution over that time on a number of 

projects. In addition, Michelle has run our Job’s Network Facebook page (which does a lot 

more than just jobs). She will continue to do this. 

Jonathan Vine-Hall 

Chairman 

 

 

Sedlescombe Parish Council is seeking a new parish councillor. 

Notice is hereby given pursuant to section 87(2) of the Local Government Act that a 

by-election has not been requested in respect of the casual vacancy on 

Sedlescombe Parish Council following the resignation of Councillor M Brister. 

 

The Parish Council will now fill the vacancy by co-option. 

If you would like to apply for the position please contact the clerk Mrs J Scarff at 

clerk@sedlescombe.org.uk or at the address below for an application pack. 

 

For information about the Parish Council visit www.sedlescombe.org.uk or contact 

one of the Parish Councillors. 

 

https://gideonsockpuppet.blogspot.com/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
mailto:clerk@sedlescombe.org.uk
http://www.sedlescombe.org.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

David and Barbara return to the Queen’s Head on Tuesday 14th January when 

their lecture is entitled ‘The Time Traveller’, tracing the evolution of the timber 

framed building in the Weald from earliest times through its hay day to modern 

times. Several Sedlescombe buildings will be featured.  

As before the lecture is at the Queen’s Head beginning with coffee at 10.30 

followed by a lecture, buffet lunch and a question and answer session ending around 2-2.30 p.m. Usually 

David supports his lectures with a handout. The cost is £15.00 per head. Forty places are available, previously 

they have been taken up very quickly so book your place by phoning 01424 870862 or 01424 870036. Please 

phone 01424 870862 if you have any old photographs, documents or memories of the village. 

Finally, Sedlescombe’s archivist, Pauline Raymond, will be holding a Sedlescombe History Exhibition in the 

Village Hall on Sunday 19th April 2020 from approx. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. with a series of mini lectures throughout 

the day. Do look out for publicity concerning the event nearer the time.  

 
 
 

Most residents of Sedlescombe and 

surrounding areas, or passers-by, 

know or have seen our 

quintessential Queen’s Head village 

pub on the green. Those who have 

ventured in have enjoyed the lovely 

atmosphere, created by landlord’s 

James and Gilly Wheatley, be it for a 

swift half or the superb food. They 

might also have wondered whether 

the building might be of some 

historical importance. They are, of 

course, right, it is a listed Grade 11 

building, part of which dates back to 

the early 1400s making it one of the 

oldest standing buildings in 

Sedlescombe.  

In 2018 David and Barbara Martin, 

leading authorities on early timber 

framed buildings in the Weald, 

delivered a lecture on the evolution 

of the Queen’s Head producing, 

from existing timber frame 

evidence, the four sketches showing 

the development of the building 

from the early 1400s to today. 

Evidence suggests that the Queen’s 

Head building has been the focal 

point of the emerging village. Whilst 

written evidence shows it as an ale 

house in 1872, it may well have 

been associated with hospitality at a 

much earlier date. I hope the 

drawings (courtesy of David and 

Barbara Martin) has stirred your 

interest and will encourage you to 

look again at the building, both 

internally and externally, in a 

different way. 



 
 
 

 

 Sedlescombe CCTV. 
 
It is now three months since the CCTV system was installed  in 
Sedlescombe and in that time we have been asked to assist Police 
and residents with several enquiries relating to thefts and other 
incidents in the village. 
 
We are happy to report that the system has proved its worth by 
successfully identifying those responsible for incidents such as theft 
and inconsiderate driving, giving those who intend to perpetrate 
criminal or anti-social acts in Sedlescombe very good reason to be 

concerned. Those of us who are simply going about our normal 

lives, however, have no reason to be concerned.  
 
 

 
Under the Parish Council’s CCTV Policy, access  
to CCTV images is strictly limited to the Chair  
of the Traffic group and one other Police (DBS)  
certified person. Although the cameras are live 
24/7 and images can be stored for up to a month,  
the system is not constantly monitored and 
 images are only captured in response to specific  
requests made by the Police, or very specific  
reports of suspicious activities. All such requests  
are handled exclusively through the Parish Council. 

 
Goose Bully 

 
Bench Thief 
         

 

 
 
Protecting the residents and visitors to Sedlescombe, their property and of course the village Geese, 
is the purpose of our CCTV system. We hope it will act as a deterrent to those whose intentions are 
bad, and that the less we have to use it the more secure the rest of us will feel. 
 
If you witness suspicious activity, report the incident by email to streetwatch@sedlescombe.org.uk 
stating the exact time and location and a brief description of the incident and any vehicles involved. 

The purpose of CCTV is to enable us 
as a community to identify, 
discourage and hopefully prevent 
future occurrence of behaviour like 
that depicted in these images,  
captured recently by the cameras at 
the junction of The Street & Brede 
Lane.  
 

How to contact the clerk:  
Mrs Jackie Scarff, The Red House, Lower Street, Ninfield, TN33 9ED 

Email: clerk@sedlescombe.org.uk;, Tel: 07531 065469 
 

mailto:streetwatch@sedlescombe.org.uk
mailto:clerk@sedlescombe.org.uk

